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Homeless Prenatal Marks 25 Years of Building Healthy Communities 
 

San Francisco, CA --- The Homeless Prenatal Program (HPP), a community resource center for low-income and 
homeless families, celebrated 25 years of breaking the cycle of childhood poverty with its third Annual 
Luncheon.  Held at the Fairmont Hotel on Tuesday, September 30th at 11:30 am, the Luncheon recognized the 
agency’s remarkable accomplishments over the last 25 years and honored The San Francisco Foundation (TSFF) 
for providing the seed funding to start the organization in 1989.  
 
Thanks to the guidance and backing of supporters like TSFF, HPP has grown from a small clinic in the closet of a 
family shelter to a nationally recognized leader pioneering care for low-income families. 

 
“Where there were obstacles for women who were struggling, Homeless Prenatal Program unleashed 
opportunity and dreams for the future,” said Fred Blackwell, CEO of The San Francisco Foundation.  “Martha 
Ryan’s bold vision has ensured thousands of families the opportunity to build a good life.  We are proud to be a 
spring board for Homeless Prenatal Program, and the generosity of the Bay Area that brings bold ideas like HPP 
to life.” 

 
HPP was founded in 1989 by nurse practitioner Martha Ryan to provide prenatal care to poor and homeless 
women who were not accessing healthcare services during their pregnancies, putting both their health and that 
of their babies at risk.  Given their vulnerable situations, Ryan wanted to ensure that these women would deliver 
healthy, drug-free babies at normal weights.    
 
“We would not be here today were it not for The San Francisco Foundation,” said Martha Ryan.  “They took a 
valiant step in believing in our dream to provide holistic care to families in need.  Because of them, HPP has 
provided stability and support to over 85,000 families over the last 25 years.”  
 
Over the last quarter century HPP’s focus has shifted from that of an agency devoted exclusively to the provision 
of prenatal care, to that of a family resource center with a broader mission – to strengthen families in order to 
end childhood poverty.  With a foundation of supportive, nonjudgmental case management, HPP’s holistic 
approach integrates a comprehensive array of programs and services to address the specific needs of each 
client.  The first agency in San Francisco to hire former clients as direct service staff, HPP is unique in that its 
growth and evolution has been guided, from its earliest days, by the community it serves.  Because many of 
them were once homeless mothers themselves, HPP’s Family Case Managers are well equipped as professionals 
to help clients channel their own inner strengths and resiliency.   
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HPP has received considerable recognition for its service to the community.  Most recently, HPP’s Founder & 
Executive Director Martha Ryan was named one of twenty-five international 2013 CNN Heroes.  The agency has 
also been highlighted by the New York Times, People and San Francisco Chronicle, and was recently named one 
of the San Francisco Business Times’ “Best Places to Work in the Bay Area.”  HPP was identified as one of the 
highest-impact nonprofits fighting homelessness in the Bay Area by Philanthopedia, a division of Guidestar. 
 
As the agency begins its next quarter-century of service, it looks forward to continuing to refine its quality 
services; innovating best practices in partnering with families to build healthier communities. 

 
The Luncheon celebrated this growth by recognizing those who made HPP’s success possible.  The San Francisco 
Foundation (TSFF) has supported the organization since its founding, beginning with its very first grant of 
$52,000 and sustained support over the years, including helping HPP secure its new home, the Lipman Family 
Building, in large part due to a generous legacy gift by Gilbert and Marie Mendenhall Cleasby, donors at the 
Foundation.  Sonia Batres and Carla Roberts, HPP employees for 20 years, were appreciated.  Special 
recognition was also given to Elizabeth J. McCarthy, long standing volunteer and benefactor.  
 
At the Luncheon, Martha Ryan, HPP Founder and Executive Director, proudly announced a challenge grant to 
support the agency's signature program, the Community Health Worker (CHW) Training Program, which is 
funded solely by individual donors. 
 
"Each year we train eight Community Health Workers.  We've trained a total of 140 since our inception.  Imagine 
what the health and well-being of our community would look like if we could train 50 Carla's and Sonia's each 
year."  HPP's challenge is to raise $200,000 by December 31st, funds which will be matched dollar for dollar, 
doubling its impact.   
 
The event sold out with over 400 guests and raised over $200,500.  Proceeds benefit HPP’s holistic programs, 
which serve more than 3,500 San Francisco families annually. 
 
Event sponsors included California Healthcare Foundation, The Conway Family Foundation, Lucy Jewett and 
Brenda & George Jewett, Barry & Marie Lipman, AT&T, Top One Oil Products, Elizabeth McCarthy, McKesson 
Foundation, Robert & Cristina Morris, Recurrent Energy, Robert Carrigan, Margaret & Kevin Lynch, Mary 
E.  Rudden, Shirley & Peter Welsh, Diane Wilsey, Bank of the West, Plum Organics, The Spoiled Mama, The Swig 
Company, and many others.  Representative Nancy Pelosi’s office, Supervisor Mark Farrell and Supervisor David 
Campos were in attendance. 
 

 
-------- 

The Homeless Prenatal Program (HPP) believes every family wants to deliver healthy babies and raise healthy 
children in a stable and nurturing home.  Seizing the motivational opportunity created by pregnancy and 
parenthood, HPP partners with families to help them recognize their strengths and trust in their own capacity to 
transform their lives.   
 
The San Francisco Foundation (TSFF) is the community foundation serving the Bay Area since 1948, granting 
more than $808 million over the past ten years. Through the generosity and vision of our donors, both past and 
present, TSFF granted $86.8 million in fiscal year 2013. TSFF brings together donors and builds on community 
assets through grantmaking, leveraging, public policy, advocacy, and leadership development to make a greater 
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impact in our community. By focusing on people, organizations, neighborhoods, and policy, advocacy and 
organizing, the Foundation addresses community needs in the areas of community health, education, arts and 
culture, community development, and the environment. In response to the economic downturn, TSFF is also 
focusing funding on safety net partners, job creation and training, and mortgage foreclosure relief and 
neighborhood preservation. The San Francisco Foundation serves San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, 
and San Mateo Counties. sff.org 
 

Web links: 

Homeless Prenatal Program: 

www.  homelessprenatal.  org 

https://twitter.  com/#!/hpp_sf 

https://www.  facebook.  com/pages/Homeless-Prenatal-Program/11640961596 

http://www.  homelessprenatal.  org/featured/2014-luncheon 
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